
 

 
Just because someone is older doesn't mean they lack agility. Having dementia doesn't mean a person won't 

leave the building with purpose. A lovely community doesn't guarantee tenants are calm, happy, and comfortable. 

A secure living situation may not prevent elopement, wandering, or pacing. Even a beautiful environment might 

not keep someone satisfied, and planned activities may not be suitable or interesting for all individuals. 

When we think of elopement, it's often associated with dementia. However, elopement is a risk for others too. It's 

crucial to regularly identify those at risk and understand that elopement behaviors will change over time. Staff 

should be trained effectively in preventing elopement and responding quickly if someone goes missing. 

Additionally, we need to anticipate reasons for elopement and adapt our approach, environment, and activities to 

reduce the desire to leave. Elopement can be deadly, underscoring the need for prediction, prevention, and 

protection to ensure a safe environment for all tenants. 

• List modifiable reasons individuals will attempt to elope. 

• Identify ways to predict elopement behaviors. 

• List person-centered activities that will engage a person to keep them calm and satisfied in their safe 

environment to assist in reducing elopement risk.  

• Describe the difference between pacing, wandering, and elopement and how to protect the tenant specific 

to those situations. 

 

Event Schedule 

July 17, 2024 | 1:30–2:45 p.m. CT 
 202 

Who Should Attend 

Assisted Living Managers, Administrators, Department Heads, Social Workers, Nurse Leaders, and other staff who 

may encounter elopement situations. Appropriate for Assisted Living Programs. 

Faculty 
Kari K. Brizendine, PT, CWS, CDP, CADDCT, CMDCT, Select Rehabilitation   
Kari, a Physical Therapist, is a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University/Medical College in Virginia. She is 

an education specialist for Select Rehabilitation, one of our nation’s largest long-term care rehab providers. Kari 

has spent more than 40 years working with the geriatric population in a multitude of clinical settings where she has 

been responsible for patient care, clinical programming, education, and staff development. She chaired and 

developed a wound team at a state facility for individuals with developmental disabilities and has provided wound 

care in a multitude of clinical settings including acute and long-term care. Her most recent interest has been working 

with Artificial Intelligence as it relates to fall prevention and reduction. She is a certified wound specialist through 

the American Board of Wound Management, a certified dementia practitioner and trainer through the National 

Council of Certified Dementia Practitioners, a certified Montessori dementia care professional and she is LSVT big 

certified. Her predominant interest has been in serving those with dementia, their caregivers, health care providers 

and families, with the message that each person with dementia continues to have a life that matters, and that quality 

is possible if we all join that person using his or her personal interests, residual skills, and memories in what she 

calls “My Way”. She is the co-author of My Past is Now My Future: A Practical Guide to Dementia Possible Care 

and author of Though You Do Not Know My Name I Know You Love Me Just the Same.    
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 What ALPs Can Do to Prevent 
Elopements 
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Continuing Education Information 
LAI Assisted Living Manager Recertification – Participants who attend the entire event will be eligible for 1.25 
contact hours. Please note that partial credit will not be granted; full attendance is required to receive contact 
hours or a certificate of attendance. LAI will verify electronic virtual sign-in and sign-out times before issuing 
certificates. 
 
Iowa Board of Nursing Provider #67 – LeadingAge Iowa is an approved provider of continuing education for 
nurses, accredited by the Iowa Board of Nursing (Provider No. 67). Participants who attend the event in its 
entirety will be eligible for 1.25 contact hours. Please note that partial credit will not be granted; you must attend 
the entire event to receive contact hours or a certificate of attendance. LAI will verify electronic virtual sign-in and 
sign-out times before issuing certificates. Evaluations for this event can be submitted directly to the Iowa Board of 
Nursing. 
 
Social Services – The event is designed to provide 1.25 contact hours, aligning with the criteria set by the Iowa 
Board of Examiners for Social Workers for participants who attend the entire event. Please note that partial credit 
will not be granted; full attendance is required to receive contact hours or a certificate of attendance. LAI will verify 
electronic virtual sign-in and sign-out times before issuing certificates. 
 
Activity Professionals – This session has been approved by the Iowa Department of Inspections & Appeals for 

1.25 contact hours for Certified Activity Professionals who attend this session in its entirety.  Partial credit for this 

session will not be granted. To receive contact hours or a certificate of attendance, you must attend the entire 

session. 

 
Nursing Home Administrators – The event is designed to provide 1.25 contact hours, aligning with the criteria set 
by the Iowa Board of Examiners for Nursing Home Administrators for participants who attend the entire event. 
Please note that partial credit will not be granted; full attendance is required to receive contact hours or a 
certificate of attendance. LAI will verify electronic virtual sign-in and sign-out times before issuing certificates. 
 
For other long-term support and service provider professional not listed above: Most licensure boards, 
credentialing agencies and professional organizations have processes that allow individuals to earn a certain 
number of CEUs for non-preapproved programs and/or to accommodate self-submission for approval of 
continuing education hours after the event takes place with proper documentation from the program sponsors. It 
is up to the discretion of the licensee to choose relevant sessions and self-report. Certificates of attendance will 
be provided for this purpose. 
 

Registration & Other Information 
Register at www.LeadingAgeIowa.org/Elopement.   

LeadingAge Iowa Member $50 

Prospective Member  $100     
 
What’s Included 
Registration fee includes digital handout, one connection to the live webinar and instructions for receiving CE 
credit/attendance certificate for one person.  A recording of this webinar is NOT included in the registration fee. 
 

Cancellation/Refund Policy 

No refunds for failure to log-in at the time of the event. A full refund will be given to all cancellations received 10 or 
more business days prior to the event.  A $25 administrative fee will be charged to all cancellations received six to 
nine business days before the event.  No refunds will be given to cancellations received five or fewer business 
days prior to the event.  Refunds will be calculated by the date received and the business days remaining prior to 
the event.  LeadingAge Iowa reserves the right to cancel the program due to insufficient enrollment, in which case 
pre-registered participants will be notified and full refunds provided.  Substitutions are welcome anytime via email. 
All cancellation and substitution requests must be emailed to Amy Huisman (ahuisman@LeadingAgeIowa.org).   
 
Go to www.LeadingAgeIowa.org/VPCodeofConduct to view the LAI Virtual Programs Code of Conduct. 

LeadingAge Iowa, 11001 Aurora Ave, Urbandale, IA 50322 

515-440-4630 or www.LeadingAgeIowa.org
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