
 
 

Nursing Home Physician Visit Pathway 

The question routinely arises of who can complete which visits according to the Federal Regulations in a nursing 
home. The answer usually requires a decision-making tree based on a few key factors that are outlined in this 
pathway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Is the resident under SNF level of care? 

Is the physician 
visit the initial 

comprehensive 
visit?  

Yes  

Is this visit a 
required 

visit other 
than initial?   

Is the resident under NF level of care?  

Yes 

Is the PA, NP, or CNS 
employed by the nursing 
home?  

Yes 

No 

Yes 

 

The PA, NP or CNS 
cannot perform the visit.  

No 

Is the visit a 
required visit 
other than initial 
visit?  

Yes 

No 

The PA, NP, or CNS may perform and sign 
orders for any “other medically necessary visit”, 
regardless of employment status.  

Is the visit an 
“other medically 
necessary visit”?  

The PA, NP, or CNS may perform alternate 
visits and sign orders, regardless of status.  

The PA, NP, or CNS may 
perform the initial 
comprehensive visit 

Yes  

Is the physician 
visit the initial 

comprehensive 
visit?  

Is the PA, NP, or CNS 
employed by the nursing 
home?  

No 

Yes 

Yes 

The PA, NP or CNS 
cannot perform the visit.  Yes 

No 

The PA, NP or CNS may 
perform the visit.  

No 


